ORIGINATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF
AMERICAN TELEGRAPHS,

CHAPTER LIV,
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Laws—0Office Regulations—Rules for Sending and Beceiving Messages—
Lines in British Provinses—Pafent and Parlinm entary Monopolies,

UNITED STATES=—(QRIGINATION OF TELEGEAPH LINES.

Tre telegraph lines in the United Htates of America are
owned by many companies, Their construction has been con-
summated, in most cases, throngh a spirit of speenlation, cons
trolled by a few persons.  There are but few cases, where
regularly organized companies have taken the initiative. In
most cases, individuals, in localities having a little knowledge
of the developments of this wonderful means of communica-
tion, becoming infozed with a zeal for the extension of a line
to their towns or cities, have proceeded to negotiate for the
patent rvights to build and use a line of telegraph thereto from
some specilied point already connected by the line of enother
company, In many cases, persons have confracted for
the patent for lines between places, having in view a profit
on the constroction of the line, and a =ale of the patent
at an advanced pries to the company. An arrangement for
the purchase of the patenis has always been an indispensable
preliminary,  In order that the reader may understand the na-
ture of a patent contract, T insert the following copy of the
celebrated agreement made between Mr. Henry O'Reilly of
New-York, and the patentees of the Morse Telegraph, viz. :

Ariicles of Agreement for extending the Electro-Maganetic Telegraph, feom
the Seabourd to the Migsaisippi and the Lakes,

This memorandum of an agreement between Henry O'Reilly, of the ons
art, and Samuel F. B, Morse, Leonard I Gale, Alfrad Vail, gnd Francis
ool Hmith, of the seeond part, witnesseth as follows :

That the sid Heney O"Reilly nadertakes, on his part, at his own ex-

Tdb
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hundred and fifty miles beyond said lask point, and in like ratio during
each suceceding siz months thereafter—then, in relation to all such soe
tions of the ling, this sgreement shall he wull and void, provided that
aneh reguest Fs]]d.li sot be made prior ko the 1st day of April next (1346),
And the party of tha second part shall econvey said pateot right, on any
line bayond }.'Jllrpburg bo any point of commercisl miynitude, '.l.'hvz'n the
necesgry capital for the eonstroetion of the smme shall have been sub-
geribed within the pariod contemplated by this apreement, by respousible
parsnns, i nd nob ot herwize
Dione at the gity of New.York, thia 13th day of Jona, in the vear of our
Lord ighteen handred and forty-five
Hesny PEemoy,
Fraxcs O J. Ssore,
Sam. F. B. Mogsg,
L. D Zare (by his Ath GEREF,
8. F. B. Moree).

With a contract in the above form, the publie is approached
for subseriptions for steck in the company, to be organized un-
der articles of association, or under a charter granr.ﬂrl by the
legislature of the State to he traversed by the fe lerraph.
Thl..- assaniation, or COMpPANY, as the case may Le, by its sub-
soription for stock, sign a contract with the person holding the
patent privilege, {u constrinet the line and to deliver if, with the
putent franchises, for the sum of three hundred Liu]i:tr:s per
mile—one hundred and fifiv dollars per mile to be paid the
contractor, in eash, for the building of the line, and one hun-
dred and fifty dollars per miils, in shares, for the patents.
These are the usual prices fo it the purposes respectively,
throughout the United States,  There are a few side or lateral
lines, which have been built for half that sum.  In such cases
the eost of the patent has been about ten dollars per mile,
The abundance of labor and timber often gives much profit at
one hundred and fifiy dollars per mile.  As a usnal rule,
twenty per eent, is estimated for profif in the construction,
leaving one hundred and twenty dollars per mile for the actual
cost of the line.  No line ought to cost less than this sum, and
no fine onght to be built without judicionsly applying the
ey for HI,J_]'J'-EI,'I,'I_FI_I,L IIIEI.TI.-'I'].-I.I."".. g0 that the line will he per-

manent and serviceable,  The proper application of one hun-
dred and twenty dollars per mile, 1n most any part of the Uni-
ted States, can construet a line as substantial as the best pole
lines in l.ngllnr], Denmark, Bweden, Buassia, France, Belginm,
FPrussia, and the German States generally.

The length of a line owned by one company is, on an
average, about 500 miles. There are some eompanies, how-
ever, extending donble that distance. 1 will give a fow ex-
arnples, ak!ng the lines running east and west, namely : from
the eastern boundary of the United States to Boston, about
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600 miles, is a line of two wires, owned by one company ;
from Boston to New-York, about 250 miles, another line of
five. wires; from New-York to Pittshurg, abont 350 miles,
another line of two wires ; from Pittshurg to Lonisville, about
400 miles, another line of two wires; from Louisville to St
Lionis, about 300 miles, another line of one wire ; and from St
Lioniz to Leavenworth, about 360 miles, another line of one
wire.  These lines are owned by ssparate and independent
companies.  On some of these routes there are rival lines, one
using the Morse patents and the other wsing the House, or
others' lettors patents. This state of things will most like-
ly remain l;lni:ilI:l the expiration of the Morse patents, when
rival lines may be expected all over the country. As there
will be no patent to pay for, the capital stock of the eompany
can be less, besides the gain by economy in constroction and
the experience of the past.

CGRGANIZATION OF COMPANIES,

After the line has been built, and supplied, by the contractor,
with all the instroments for business operation, it is ready to
be handed over to the association of stockholders. A meeting
is formally ealled, by notice in the newspapers, to organize
under the charter, and at which, the contractor tenders the lina
as eompleted under the ferms of the contract.  This contract,
however, hag been generally very indefinite, only requiring a
well-built line, as mmpam:jl' with other lines in the United
States.  The stockholders, at their meeting, appoint a cornmit-
tee to inspect the ling, who are generally previonsly informed
on the subject, and forthwith a report is sabmifted, recom-
mending its acceptance from the contractor. This done, the
by-laws governing the proceedings of the company are adopted,
Then follows the election of the yearly officers, consisting of a
president, seeretary, treasarer, superinfendent, and divectors,
In some companies the first four officers are elected by the
board of directors, and the president performs the services of
superintendent ; in others, be is mevely nominal,

[ have now explained how lines originate, how the patent is
negotinted for, and how the line is built and delivered to the
mmpangr i also, how the company procesds until its organiza-
tion in full for the management of the line, under the charter
from the legislature of the State.

The charters of felegraph companies are much the same
throughout the United States, differing only in the name and
route of the line.  As a form, [ give the following, viz.
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CHARTER,
Be it enacted by the Feneral dwsembly of the State of . us follows
Heo 1. That and their assoeintes or assi who have we-

nired, or may acquire, feom Prof, Saml ¥, B, Morse, the right to use hia
eetre-Magnetic Telegraph, Chemical or Printing Telegraph Spstem, by
him invented and pu.tentog, upon the line heceby incorporated, sre here-
by ereated o corporation and hody pnlitiu&ﬁ:rr the purposa of eracting and

managing a line of said telegraph, extending from tis

as the sand may elect, for the ‘f-urpﬂﬂa of transmitting intelhi-

‘genes by means thereof, under the name and style of the Tglegmph
OTpAanY.,

See. 3 The shares of stock in said company shall be fifty doflars each,
and fo he issoed to the owners of the patent right of the telegraph, and
tor the subscribera of stock in said line; said stocle to be issued by the
said , ab the rate per mile as agresd o by them and the sub-
scribars along the route, aud be issusd as the Yine progresses, to such per-
song a8 may be entitled to the mma,ghaccmding to anbaeription agres-
ment.  The stock in sald company ehall be sxempt from taxation, until a
dividend is declared upon the sume,

See. 3. As soon as the eaid line of telagraph §s somploted, a mesting
of the stockholders in said line is to be hal%’iln the eity of ——, o take
charge and control of the line, and to elect o president and directors, and
such other officers of the company as may l?e determined by the stock-
holders aforasaid ; the said are to give notics in one or more
newspapers on suid line, of the time of meeting, allowing thirty days to
intervene between the call and the time of mesting,  The stockholders, ot
their first or suseeeding meetings, may adeopt auch roles and by-laws for
the povernment of the company, a5 they may deem expedient; provided,
siuch rulea and by-laws are nob inconsistent with the constitution and
Inws of this State, or of the United States.

Sei 4. The Telegraph Company beveby ineorporated, shall have power
to aue and be soed, complain an defeni in ay eowrt of law or equity,
having competant jurisdietion ; to make and wse & sommon sapl, and the
aame o alber at plessure ; fo parehaze and hold sach real and persomal
estate ns the lowial parposes of the corporation wmay veguive, and the
aame to sell and sonvey, when no longer required for the legitimate pur-
poses of the line,

Qe 5. The Telagraph Company shall have power to set up
their fixtures along and scrosz any of the roads streets, or wablers of
this State, without its being deemed o public noisance, or sabject to be
abated by u.nljlr frimtﬂ person; Ehe said fixtures to be so placed as not te
interfere with the eommon mse of such roads, stroets or wakers, or with
the eonvenience of any lend owner, more than is anaveidable; hut the
#nid corporation shall I'L responeible for auy damages that any pevson or
corporation may sustain by the erection, continnance and use of snch fix-
tores ; and i every action brought for the recovery thereof be the owner
or passessor of any land ; the damages o be awarded may, at the election
of said corpoeation, inclode the damages for allowing the said fixbures
permansntly o continue, an payment of which damages the vight of the
corporation to continue saeh fixtores shall be eonfirmed, as if granted hy
the parties to the suit; provided, that no person or hody politio shall be
entitled to e for or recaive damages ne aforesnid, notil the same corpo-

aftar dus noticn, shall have failed or refused to remove in o ren-
somnhle time the fixtares eumaglnlnnd of ; and sueh notiee, to any agent of
said company, shall be desmed a sufficient notice in the premises,

See. 6. The corporation shall be bound, on application of any of the
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officers of this State, or of the United States, acting in the event of any
war ingurrection, riot, or resistance of public wuthority, or in the preven-
tion or punishment of crime, or the arrest of persons charged or sns
cted theraof, to give to the ecommmunication of such re immediate
ispatch ; for the transmission of such communication, the company shall
imt aharge any higher price than for private communications of the same
an

Ec. 7. The said company have power to sue for and recover damages

T ity noar persons who may break or interrupt the working of
said line of telegraph, to the amoust of the lose sustained by the non-
wﬂrﬁ:il:ﬁ of the line, and its cost of yepair, and in addition, a fine of three
hundred dollars, as damages snstained by the company in the premises;
and if nnjrﬁamnn ot persans shall refuse, or omit to pay said Ja
he, sha or they shall he imprisoned in the connty jail Em- a term not loss
than siz months, nor more than one year, as may be determined by the
eourt or jury by whish the canse is tried,

Sre. 8. No person shall act as operator, to send forward and receive
any message or dispateh npon said line of telegraph, ontil he shall first
bave taken an oath before some justice of the pewes, that he will faith.
fully ohserve the secrecy of any di hoso introsted to him to forward
or receive. and that seid dispatoh, it private, shall be communicated in
the ovder of tigee in which it was received; provided, however, that in
oases of imporkant public or general news, for the pablic papera
may take precedence of private messages, if, in the diseretion of the ope-
5. 5. Any operaior who shall be guilty of siolatiag th

Ee O erator who & 2 puilky of violating the provisions of
the fiore ‘ngrn:cplinna, ghall be daemeﬁm nﬁty of a miM and may
be punished by fine not exeeeding five hundred dollars, or imprisonment
nof exeseding one year, by any coart in this State,

Bee, 10, This charter, and the rights under it, shall be sahject to any
general laws which the State may at any time make, in rogard to tels.

h companies.
Fe. 11, ?i'hiu aot ghall take effoct from its passape.

The oath requived by the charter is not a general law
thronghout the United Btates, A fow of the legislatures have
enacted laws similar to section &, but praetically it is a nullity,
and useless.

BY-LAWS,

The by-laws adopted by the shareholders at their first
meeting, are in form as the folloving —

1. The style and wames of this company shall he the Talﬁmph
Company, nnder an act of incorporation, passed b{ the legislature of ——,
2 annual meetings of this company shall be held in the ity of
on the second Tharsday in October in each year.
A The oficers of this company shall be a pmﬂidﬂni,haemhry, and
elaven directors, to be elected Ejr t{a stockholders, at each annpal meet-

. The president shall be ez-officio a director, and preside at the ment-
Ings of the stockholders and board of direckors, %l?iug the casting vole in
ense of ties, e shall have power to u-pfpoint and dismiss at will all ope-
rators, elerks, inspectors, and agents, of evers deseription, who are, or
ghall be employed in operating, soperintending or repairving the ling. He
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shall ses to the proper supplying of tha line with all thin%: neaded for ite
suecessful operation | to the syatem of repo riffs, working,
and all finance affairs of the of the line, Ieshall keep an account
of all moneys axpended by himself and sgents of the lne (requiring re-
oeipty in the debursement of monays, in every case practieabls), He
1 keep his aecounts and books posted and properly prepared for the
axamination of the bowrd of directors. He shall employ such aid and
assistance a3 he may deem necessary in the management of the line, and
to pay to such Mi&nt&, eompensation commensorate with their seriices,
aceonding to his judgment. The president shall have power to retain in
hia hands & sim not exceeding five hondred dollars to meet contingent
expenses of the line; but any sum in his hands over that sum, he 1
deporit in some safe basking-house, ed to by the hoard of direc
E; the benefit of the company, and under the control of the said board o

e hors,

5. The seeretary shall keep o record of the procesdings of each meat-
ing of stockholders and board of dieectors, and discharge such other du-
tied 28 may be assigned him by the board of divectors,

6. The gﬂurd of directors shall meet qunrterly, in the dty of ————,
on the first Thursdays in January, April, July, and October, and at such
other times na may bae called by the prmideni), or upon petition of ahig:i
divectors.  They shall n.d:uili such rules regolating their meetings as they
may eleet not incompatible with the charter and Iaws of the company,
They shall also call epecial meetings of the gioekholders whenever emer-
gencies may require it or whenever stockholders owning or represonting
one third or more of the stock, petition for the same.

7. In cass the hoard of directors refuse tocall a special meeting of the
gtockholders upon petition of holders of one third or more of the stock in
the line, then it b lawful for two or move persons holding or repre-
setiting one third or more of the stock, to call such mesting, by public no-
tee, in any one of more newapafg:ra published in the towns which
the line passes. All notices for special meetings of the company, shall
be given by publie advertirement, az above stabed, at lease thivty days
previous to the time fixed for such meeti.nﬁ

8. No member of this company is, or will he held, to any individoal lia-
hility Beyond the smonnt of capital stock snbseribed By him.  No direck
ar, or v offiser of this company, has power to contract any debt or
obligotion, eresting & eharge upon the members indisidually, or npon sny
other fund than the ﬁapimlFﬂmk, properiy and income of the eompany,

9. The president shall give bond to the company for the faithful dis-
chnryre oflilia trust, whenever the honrd of divectors may require it, and
for an amoint agreed to by said board.

1. AlL offi elected by the stoeckholders, shall hold their offices until
others ars el .

11. A vaeancy cceurring in the board of directors, the remaining dis
rectors shall have power to fill such vacancy, I the president or secre-
tary vacate their office, the board shall have power to elest a pro-tem offi-
car unkil the company meats.

12, Tn all meetings of this company, the stockholders shall be entitled
to ana vote for ench share held by them respectively.  Stockholders may
mtia_in person, or By proxy, or agent oonstitoted for that porpose, in
writing.

13, El‘lﬁ holders of & majority of stock ehall eonstibute o quornen to do
business.  Every question shall be desided by a majority of votes prasent.

14. The president shall receive, as 2 compensation for his services, fifs
teen hundred dollars per anoum, and his fravelling expenses ineurred
when from home, In the srvies of the eompany.
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15, The hoard of directors shall declare  dividend the stock of
the company, at snch times as they may elect, whenever the surplus fands
on hand may justify.

16, Four directors, with the president, shall eonstitube o guorum, for the
transaction of busivess at all meetings of the hoard of directors,

In case a superintendent i= authorized, his duties are con-
fined to the management of the offices, and the keeping of the
line in repair.

In some cases, the board of directors adopt a code of rules
for the working of the line, prescribing the Euﬁas of the ope-
rators and employés of the company. Tt is usual, however,
for those rules to be made by the president or superintendent,
o that they can be readily altered, as circumstances may re-
quire, from time to time.

The employés of a ling are the operators, cashier or
manager of an office, elerks, messengers, repairers, and batiery
keepers. The rules adopted for the administration of the line
are in the form following, viz. :

OFFICE REGULATIONS.

ist, Tach telegraph office will be open every day, except Sunday, from
aunrise to 10 P. ,p The ma.na.garnal:c[-'e mlﬂﬂiue will Mmrﬂin!;iy dis-
tribute his fores so 85 to artange the hours of necessary absence, in order
to have at all times some competent operatar in the office from sunriss to
19 P, M, nor will this regulation be constroed to anthorize ot justify the
elosing of the office at that bour if there be any unfinizhed business,  The
ma will be required to keep a joursal, in which all matters eon-
n with the line, worthy of nobe, | be entared daily. The office
will he apened on the Sabhath ab the nsual hour, and olose at 98 A, M.
;Ed ugain;hpaned in the afterncon at 4 o'elock, and closed ot the usual

ur at nizht.

2, The firet business in the morning ia to examioe the batteries, fest
the lines, and secertain if the conneeting lines are all in wurhingl:rdm;
the howr to he noted in the journzl when each office is Frﬁpﬂl‘&ﬂ. Tusi-
ness,  Should the line, or any patk thereof, be out of erder, the time,
equse, or sopposed enuse, i3 to be noted in the joornal, and the manager of
ench office is required to adopt means to have it repaired, by sending out
any of the operators, clevks or other persons at his discretion. It is
understood to be the duty of all eperators and clerks to turn out on sach
oreasions when veguired, their ezpenses being provided for by the com-

7.
pagﬂ. The line of telegraph shall be open to all who shall tender and pay
the regular charge which may be fixed upon for s wse, and fivst come
sl Lo first served, subject to the following limitation ss to time: No
individual, or eombination of individuals, shall have the uze of the tele-
graph more thon fifteen minutes at one time when others are waiting;
Piﬁ:re‘nce, howerer, may be given to the proper officers of the States or
of the United States, in any great 1;:]1'1{{: emergeney, o to polioe officers,
to promote the arrest of figitives from justice, and to preveat the com-
misston or sonsurmmation of erimes, .
4th, Dispatehes in all eases will be regarded as strictly confidential,
and they must be kept from the inspection of all persons, whether eon.
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nected with the Line or not, and must not be the topic of comment or cons
versation by these whose duty it is to transmit, receive, or deliver them.

Sth, Shaould m::,rguamm employed in the offices of this company divalge
o use for his own benefit, or ?ﬂr the Benefit or information of any other
person of persons whomseever, the contents of any dispateh to which he
may be privy ; or ehoald n.n:,"?mnn at stations other than the one re-
epiving, read, use, or divalge the contents of such dispateh, said person or

ereons shall Be considered as anworthy of trost and eomfidence, ha

E:urthwitb dismissed from servies, and not agai emagl;ged on the line.

Casmien~—The cashier of the offce shall have ate charpge of sll
matbers coneerning al! departments of business of enid office.

He shall receive all dispatehos to be transmisted, and the moneys for
the s, kmpingtﬂmpar cheelk and aecoant thereof,

He ghall see to the copying of all dispatehes, and their prompt de-
I

ivery,
Herahaﬂ be the only anthorized officer to Jasnc orders for the purchase
of material, and all bills ave to be paid by him or by his order,

He shall keap an aecount of all expenditores under the respective
hepds eontemplated in the monthly reports, specifying for what line
maoneys are used.

When the operator of any line reports that the same is oot of order,
b shall provide all the means and weeossary material to effest it imme-
diate repair.

e shnll be the sole wanager of the book-keoping, registrabion, and
rescryation of all books and papers of the office, belonging to the united
ines thorein terminatin

He shall make out the regular weekly, monthly, or other repocts of his
office, necording to the forwms adopted or authorized by cach line re-
epectively.

He shall deposit with the eompany’s hankers all moveys aceruing in
his office, whenever the sum excecds tweaty-five dollars.

In ease an operator is sick, or othorwise hindered from keeping Lis
hnsinaes 1 AT, n.ecnruiiug L ru'lu? he shall provida all moooasArY nid
o effect the same.

He shall emplow all clevks, hatteryleepors, and measengers required
in tho offce, and to dismis the spme ab his pleasure,

He ehall make payments to operators secording to their respestive
slaries, in such manner as may be divectad hy the law of the line,

Deeritors.—The operator of each line shall have sole chargs of his
re%}ster magnet, and other connections of lees in his office.

o shall send and receive all tessigees transmitbed over his Hne.

Ha ehall be the inspector and repairer of his ssction of line, and has
power to employ all aid necessary to secure it8 speedy ropair, when  ouk
of order,”

In ¢ase any new materinl ia needed to escure the bettor working of the
Lin& ha shall report the swme to the cashier, who will provide it without

elay.

ngnn.—ﬂlqua employed in the office shall assist in recciving dis-
patches, and sea to the proper spelling and address of all names for whom
mesaagzes ave received,

Faeh shall hold himself in readiness to assist in the performance of any
duty in the office or on the line, as may be jndged by the cashier,

]ﬂ.'r';'x.nr-xmmpnn.—m hatbery-keeper shall have charge of the haftery
of ench Tine, and eee to its construction, according to the adopted syatem,
and have it in readiness ak the requived working bont in the morning,

Messescers—The messengors employed shall promptly deliver all
mpgsnges introeted to them, withoub partiality as to line or person.
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They shall keap in order the entive offce, and have it in preper con-
dit‘m:!i: the hﬁne&a hotr of erch morning]—m to the fires and security
of material belenging to the office under their charge.

They shall be responsible for all eollostions intrusted to them, or the
return of the dispateh wpon which payment may be refused,

They shall perform such other duties a8 may {a required, from time to
time, by the cashier.

RULEZ FOR SBENDING AND HRECEIVING MESSAGES,

1st. All communications must be earefully read, for the porpose of
soeing thel every word is plainly and fully written out, with the address,
numher of hovae or place, and name of town and strest to which the mes-
sigre i divected, and if the receiving clerk donbts the meaning of any
portion of the message, he will ot onee refor to the author for explana.
tion,

2d, He will then count and write the number of words on the message,
nnd the amount received for its transmission, then number the message,
baginning eich merning with No, I, and entering the number, date, time,
name of pereon sending, to whom and where sent, nomber of words,
amount  and money received and paid for other lines; any re.
marks desmed necessary will ke made on the book, and the message
filed to b transmitbed fu its reguiar tum.

did. No wpeeator must attempt o weite under any eiveumstances, while
another is writing on the snme eirenit or wire; he must wait for the finish
signaly s dieregied of this eole will produse confosion and delsy.

4th, If & commanication cannet be sent in reasonshble time, or being
senk, does not rench its destination throngh the fault or delay of the tele-
%]mph, the money reccived will be rufun&ad, and a recelpt taken there-

r; but in all such eases it most be proved boyond o donbt that the faale
is with the telegraph.

Ath, The urigmmfa of all messages transmitbed most be neatly bundlad
up each day, and, the date being written upon the envelope, depoeitad
it;.ﬂn Loz provided for that parposs, 45 it may be necessary to refer to

m

tith, The arrival of every stoamer fromn Eorope shall he telagraphed

tis o every station on the line, to be posted on a bulletin for the in.

ormation of the poblie; precedence will be given to this information in
all eases ; buk no precedence will be given to the sleamer’s news,

Tth, When a communieation is received by telegraph, it will be im-
mediztely eopied and plainly written oot and the bumber of the mes-
gge, date, time, vame of peraon sending, o whom gent, number of words,
the amonnt charged, and name of gperator and carrier, cuterad in a book
provided for the purposze.

Sth. The message will then be suclosed, senled, divected, and placed in
the hands of o carvier to be deliverad ; and in ewse any parson to whom
A mesgs i divected esunof be found, the cardor will refurn it te the
stafion for the clerk to endorss thereon the date and name of the carvier,
The message will then be earefielly fled for foture reforonce.

Messages oflered at the conuter of the telegraph company
for transmission are nob raquired to be written on the forms
adopted by the company. Many of the companies have no
[ormg, nsing plain paper.  Messages can only be transmitted
in the English language, and they may be written with ink or
pencily on any kind of paper, withont regard to sizs, 1 have
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seen persons on stearners running on the western rivers, write
their dispatches on a piecs of board, about a foot long, and as
the steamer would near the shore in the locality of an offics,
the board would be thrown ashore, The dispatch thus written
would he sent by the telegraph.  Merchants, generally, write
their dispatehes and copy them in a tissuo leaf book, by trans-
fer in a screw press.  When copied, the original is sent, by a

orter, to the telegraph office.  The money is sent with the

ispatch, bub it is not compulsory.  Many dispatches are sent
with the charges to be collectad at the destination. Pre-
pgyment for answers is never required, and original dispatches,
offered by persons known, ean be pre-paid or not, at the option
of the zender.  The rule, however, eonternplates pre-payment.
The words * answer by telegraph,” and “ answer paid here,”
are sent fres,  DBesides thess words, when requested by the
sender, the words ** messenger get answer,” are added and
sent free.  Dispatehes recaived over the line by a station to be
eollected, are given to the messenger, and on their delivery the
charges are demanded,

As in Europe, many of the American lines provide each
messanger with a book, in which are entered the name of
each person whom the dispatehes are for, and on delivery,
the person raceiving the message writes his name and the time
of reception in the book. This formality is regarded as a re-
czipt to the messenger and the company. If thers is any
money to be collected on the dispatch, the sum is set down in
the book opposite the nams, and it s also written on the
corner of the faes of the envelope.  On the messenger’s return
to the offiez, he pays over the money collected.  The formality
of the book is notin universal use. Many offices being provided
with a foll corps of messengers, deliver a dispateh the moment
that it is received, without the delay of entering in a hook, or
an acoumulation of messages for the same route ; that is to
say, when o message is received, it is sent for delivery im-
mediately.  This celerity in delivery, at many stations, re-
quires a large number of messengors.

Night service is seldomn vequired.  The agent for the press
can order the lines opened all night, by pavine a contracted
sim for the extra service.  There i= no general rule allowing
ths publie to command the lines to be kept open at night, be-
yond the honrs preseribed in the roles,  Nevertheless, if basi-
ness is offered all night, the lines are kept open all night,
without any eompensation, more than the daily charﬁas. i
have never known a case where n private individual desired
to command the line to be kept open beyond the regnlar hours,



Tha TELEGRAPE LINES IN BRITISH PROVINCES,

When lines have been down, perhaps for the day, a .arge
amount of business accumnlates, often requiring the whole
night for its transmission. This has been under ordinary
ciremmstances.  The rale, therefore, may be thus stated, © The
line is never 1o be closed, day or night, as long ns there is a
single dispatch to be sent,” and that no extra charges are to

be made for the night, excapt in the case cited, as arranged by
contract,

HEITISH PROVINCES IN AMERICA.

The constrmetion of telegraph lines in the Canadas, New-
Brunswick, Nova-Beotia, and Newfoundland, has been mnder
the direetion of organized companies. It has been usnal to ob-
tain a charter from the provineial parliament, incorporating
certain persons therein named as a company, having in view
the construction and mainienance of a felegraph line or lines
on certain specified routes or territory.  After the charter is
grantad, books are opened for subseriptions for shares, upon
which a small per-centage is paid.  The necessary capital hav-
ing been subseribed, and the per-centage paid, a meeiing of
the shareholders is held, at which byJaws are made, perma-
nent officers elected, and all the necessary preliminaries for
the consummation of the enferprise are arranged.  Proposals
are received from different persons for the building of the line,
in whole or in part, which are accepted or declined, as circum-
stances dictate.  Sometimes, the line is boilt by the company,
having no contractars.  The foregoing formalily constitutes the
whole procedure for the organization of companies, and the
oonstruction of lines in the provinces.

In ihe Canadas, no monopoly in telegraphing has been ae-
cotded to any one.  The territory is open to any person or com-
pany to bwld lines, In New-Brunswick, Nova.Hcotia, and
Newfoundiand, exelusive monopolies have been granted by the
provineial parliaments to separate eompanies in each. In
Newfoundland, the monopoly has heen given to the New-Yorl,
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company, for the term
of fifty years, from BMarch, 1854. The Nova-Seotia Company
hinlds the exclusive monopoly in that provines,  In the United
Htates, the monopoly rans with the duoration of the patents,
A patent yuns for fourteen years, and may be renewed for
seven more by the commissioner of patents. Aflter the re-
newed term, Congress ean extend the patent conseentively for
soven years theveafter. This latter case is rarely granted.
This subject is veferred to here, to show the refative monopolics



RELATIVE MONOPOLIES, a7

enjoyed by the lines in the United States, and by those in the
provinees,  In the former, however, no legislative laws can
accord to a company exclosive monopoly, and the patented
term limits the question; but in the latter, no patent privileges
have been held by Morse, and the monopoly runs with the
legislative enactiment.  From these facts, it will be seen—

1st. That in the United Stafes, the monopely in telegraphing
vans with the term of the patent, the right of which has fo be
purchased by the given company,

2. In the Canadas, there are no legislative monopolies sane-
tioned by the parliament, and there are no patents—the in-
ventions being free to all persons,

il In Nova-Hentia, New-Bruoswick, and Newfonndland,
the inventions are free, but the monopolies enjoyed by legisla-
tive enactments of the provincial parliaments, are more than
ciuivalents for patents.



