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A TELEGRAPH CODE
MYSTERY

Was this silk dress worn by an early employee of the National Weather Service?
Mpystery code in the pocket tells a story about early forecasting.

December 14, 2023 — Sometimes a dress is just a  handbags for fun. She loved this particular dress’s
dress. In this story, a dress becomes a kind of time beautiful metal buttons and elaborate bustle.

travel portal, where we get to return very briefly Once she got the dress home she found a secret
to the Industrial Revolution and learn about the pocket hidden under that bustle, inside the seams
history of weather forecasting on the frontiers of of the skirt. Upon further inspection, she also found
North America in the 1800s. crumpled bits of paper inside the secret pocket.

The story starts in 2013 in an antique mall She recognized that both the dress and the paper
in Maine, where Sara Rivers Cofield sees a were likely from the 1880s. What she couldn’t
beautiful brown dress for sale. Rivers Cofield is decipher was the meaning of messages written on
an archeologist who also collects old dresses and continued on page 10

Three views of the 1880s silk bustle dress in which crumpled bits of paper containing a code were found. The pocket where the
code was found is located under the overskirt at the right hip. (Image credit: Sara Rivers Cofield)
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If notifying MTC about a deceased
member (Silent Key), please notify:

Jim Wilson
Editor, Dots & Dashes
2742 Southern Hills Ct.
North Garden, VA. 22959
telegraphjim@gmail.com
(434) 245-7041

Note: If possible, please include
a copy of an obituary and other
available information about his/her
career and relationship to telegraphy
andyor the telegraph industry.

Donations of telegraph instruments,
telegraph ephemera, historical
materials or requests for assistance
with museum exhibits, telegraph
demonstrations, or other consultation
should be directed to:

James Wades
International President,
Morse Telegraph Club, Inc.
Buchanan, MI. 49107
jameswades@gmail.com
(269) 548-8219

Local Chapter Members: Members of local chapters
should send all correspondence regarding address changes,
membership renewals and similar information to their
local Chapter Secretary/Treasurer. If you do not know
your Chapter Secretary/Treasurer, please inquire with the
International Secretary/Treasurer to obtain the necessary
contact information.

Your Articles and Stories: MTC is always looking for
original photographs, stories and articles about your
experiences in telegraphy or radiotelegraphy. Please send
articles and news stories to the Editor of Dots & Dashes.
Telegraph Talks and Demonstrations: If you or your
local chapter should schedule any demonstrations, talks
or other special events, please notify the International
President so he can publish your event in our on-line
calendar.
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The next issue of Dots & Dashes is scheduled for
publication on March 30%, with submission deadline
three weeks prior to that date.

- This ad runs routinely in the World Radio News:

Morse Telegraph Club

Landline Morse is Alive and well!

Dots & Dashes newsletter
The Ace Holman national telegraph office & hub
Internet Telegraphy Railroad Telegraphy
Morse Telegraph demonstration

Learn wore about the history of the telegraph or
simply enjoy using American Morse Code and
authentic telegraph equipment.

www.morsetelegraphclub.com
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Want to see more?

Join MTC and get each issue
as well as access to the Dots
& Dashes archives.

Join online

or use form on next page.
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Want to see more?

http://www.morsetelegraphclub.com/mtc-membership.html
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MORSE TELEGRAPH CLUB

2024 Membership Application/Renewal

Address:

City:

State/Province;: Postal Code:

Telephone (with area code):

E-mail:

Background for possible inclusion in Dots & Dashes. Please submit information about your background, or
interest in telegraphy. Use a blank page for continuation. Radio amateurs, please provide call sign:

DUES — Dots & Dashes $20 E-copy , Postal and E-copy$25.00

Dues amount enclosed: US$
Donation: US$

Total amount enclosed: US$

(Dots & Dashes, Special Education Projects, Museum, Publicity)

Please submit your check made payable to “Morse Telegraph Club, Inc.” to:

Morse Telegraph Club

PO Box 181591

Coronado, CA. 92178

Thank you for your support of the Morse Telegraph Club!!



